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From Medellín:
LaValla Interprovincial Novitiate
Experience - Br. Luis

Top: Novices of Arco Norte. Bottom Left: Br. Luis with
Br. Ernesto and Br. Luís. Bottom Right: Ministry at La Honda
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From Medellín
LaValla Interprovincial Novitiate - Br. Luis
Dear Brothers and Lay Marists,
My hope is that you are all doing well back home in the United
States. It has been a bit over a month since I arrived at the LaValla
Interprovincial Novitiate. It has been a very full experience, and also a
great time to learn.
There are 13 novices in formation here (including myself). 8 are
coming to the end of their first year, and 4 are concluding their novitiate
with their first profession of vows in December. The provinces
represented are: Mexico Central, Central America, and Norandina. Each
novice professes vows in their home province. We also have 3 formators
from Spain, El Salvador, and Mexico (respectively).
A week in the novitiate here consists of a variety of classes, prayers,
ministries, manual work in house, and recreation. My classes right now
include: Constitutions, Biographies of Brothers, Formation Guide,
Vocational and Personal Growth, and Life and Letters of Father
Champagnat.
The opportunities for ministry vary from local catechesis, to
outreach in some of the “barrios” (neighborhoods), to open houses and
peer groups for youth in the neighborhood. I write to you all to share my
experiences.
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La Honda:
The Town that Doesn’t Exist

Left: La Honda Parish Church. Right: Interior of the church
La Honda is a barrio about 20 minutes from the novitiate. It is quite
high up on the mountain (Medellín is situated in a valley). The first time I
visited, Fr. Ernesto (Franciscan) showed a group of us around the Barrio.
The roads are decent, but not wide enough for major traffic (which does
come). What left an impression was its status with the local municipalities.
While electricity, water, and gas reach La Honda, it is not recognized as a
part of Medellín or the next city above. That leaves its residents
vulnerable and unrepresented. The work of the Franciscans living in La
Honda consists of offering the sacraments, catechesis, public
organization, and education for local youth. The Marist Brothers
participate by helping with catechesis and educational outreach.
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Last week’s group was about
“Saving Water”, a very important
topic. Water service does read La Honda. It can
be shut down for days or weeks without notice. The
enthusiasm and spirit the kids have in class is incredible. It is a testament
to the goodness in them, regardless of the tough circumstances they find
themselves in.

Top Left: View of Medellín from La Honda, Top
Right: Kids presenting ideas, Bottom Left:
Preparing signs about conservation, Bottom Right:
Presentations!
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Chapter 22:
Our Visit to the 22nd General Chapter

The novitiate community got to attend the inauguration of the chapter,
the Bicentenary Celebration, and the evening celebration of the eucharist
after the election of new superiors.
We have also been able to host delegates as they spend off time in
Medellín, or come to the house to spend some time with us. It has been
pretty incredible to be able to witness such an important event in the
history of our institute.
The sense of fraternity and familiarity among brothers and lay Marists
from around the world was impressive and moving. It is very cool to be so
close to the chapter, as we are 40 minutes away by car!
Left: The novices of Arco Norte
Right: Group photo with Lay
Marists attending the chapter
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In a lot of ways, it is very clear how
new this format is for the institute.
This is a chapter outside of Rome
and a chapter that is using a lot of
technology.
An entire day of the chapter
was dedicated to going into
Rionegro and Medellín to get
to know areas most in need and interact
with people, especially kids, who are at risk.
Another very interesting day was Pope Francis’
gathering with religious, priests, and their families at La
Macarena, a local stadium. There were 12,000 in
attendance, and about 80% were religious. A great
number of young religious were in attendance, which
encouraged me as a young brother. Lay Marists,
chapter delegates, and the novices were in the house!

Top: Al & I, Left: Pope Francis!
Bottom Left: 4 of the novices & I
Bottom Right: La Macarena Stadium
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LaValla:
Home Away From Home
Being here at the Interprovincial
novitiate is a very rich experience. It is
wonderful to have other novices as
companions on the journey. Although
I’m the only novice at home (at the
moment), I must say that I feel extremely
supported by the Marist family back
home in the US.
The welcome I have received here has
been very strong. Thankfully I have
been able to communicate easily and participate fully. Thank God for Br.
Peter’s Spanish classes and growing up in a Spanish speaking household.
The experiences of prayer and community sharing have been very rich.
Each day a brother animates morning, midday, and evening prayer.
Top: Chapel, Right: Birthday planning,
Bottom Left: TV/Community room
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Left: View from my room.
Right: View of upper
Medellín from the Metro

Medellín is home away from home for right now. Being in another culture,
language, and community also comes with challenges. Thankfully I have
people walking with me here, and all of you walking with me in the US.
I hope this gives you a good idea of how things are going and what’s
been happening here over the past month. Thank you for your support,
prayers, and example!
The following are the names and provinces of the brothers here. Please
pray for them as they continue their journey of formation:
Br. José Miguel Caballero (Novice Master, Norandina), Br. Juan Carlos
Bolaños (Formator, America Central), Br. Enrique Ruis Pérez (Formator,
Mexico), Jose Eduardo G Maciel (2nd year, Mexico), Alexnnys Jose Flores
(2nd year, Norandina), Miguel Osvaldo Pérez (2nd year, Mexico), Jose
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Roberto Constanza (2nd year, America Central), Michael Alexander
Anamá (1st year, Norandina), Yohany Ossa (1st year, Norandina), Andrés
Felipe Robles (1st year, Norandina), Nicolás Chablé (1st year, Mexico),
Mario Alberto García (1st year, Mexico), Duván Felipe Correa (1st year,
Norandina), Juan Pablo Burgos (1st year, Norandina), Francisco José Ruiz
(1st year, Norandina)

Peace, see you soon!
All to Jesus through Mary, All to Mary for Jesus.
-Luis

With Br. Bernard Beaudín
(Canada)
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